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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AMGT, ASIG, NI 

SUBJECT: NIGERIAN ATTITUDE TOWARDS A POSSIBLE US CONSULATE AT 
PORT HARCOURT 

REF: LAGOS 5503 

1 . ON JUNE 23 CHARGE REMINDED MEA PROTOCOL CHIEF BALEWA 
THAT THE EMBASSY HAD NOT YET RECEIVED A REPLY TO THAT 
PART OF ITS NOTE OF MAY 2 WHICH REQUESTED THE FMG'S 
AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO THE OPENING OF AN AMERICAN 
CONSULATE AT PORT HARCOURT. 

2. AMBASSADOR BALEWA RESPONDED THAT A NUMBER OF REQUESTS 
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ADDITIONAL CONSULATES IN NIGERIA 
WOULD SOON BE PLACED BEFORE THE SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL. 

HE MENTIONED AS EXAMPLES THAT THE FRENCH WANT TO ESTABLISH 
A CONSULATEIN KANO AND THE SWEDES A CONSULATE IN PORT 
HARCOURT. BALEWA THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE FOR US TO 
RECEIVE THE FMG'S RESPONSE TO OUR REQUEST SOMETIME IN JULY. 
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